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NOTES OF CASES. 



Right to Follow Proceeds of Draft into Payee's Bank. — The right 
of the drawer to claim the proceeds of a bank draft sent in payment 
of goods sold, deposited in bank, collected, and placed to the credit 
of the payee, because, to get possession of the property which he 
bought, he was compelled to pay a draft on himself which the seller 
of the goods had drawn, attached to the bill of lading, and had dis- 
counted, is denied in T. S. Reed Grocery Co. v. Canton Nat. Bank 
(Md.), 70 L. R. A. 959, although the seller fraudulently appropriated 
his draft while leaving the one against him outstanding in the hands 
of the concern which discounted it with lien on the property as 
security. The right to follow proceeds of draft into payee's bank 
account because of fraud or failure of consideration is the subject of 
a note to this case. 



Carriers of Goods — Fires — Burden of Proof. — In case of the burn- 
ing of cotton on a railroad platform, in the course of delivery, it 
is held, in Lehman, S. & Co. v. Morgan's Louisiana & T R. & S. S. 
Co. (Mich.), 70 L. R. A. 562, that the carrier is bound to prove the 
origin of the fire, and that it was purely accidental and impossible 
to prevent. 



Carriers of Passengers — Blind Persons. — The right of a blind per- 
son to transportation upon a railroad upon tender of fare, without an 
attendant, is upheld in Illinois C. R. Co. v. Smith (Miss.), 70 L. R. 
A. 642, if, as matter of fact, he is competent to travel alone without 
requiring other care than that which the law requires the carrier to 
bestow upon all its passengers alike. 



Police Power — Tenement Houses. — Requiring the substitution of 
water-closets for school sinks in tenement houses is held, in Tenement 
House Department v. Moeschen (N. Y.), 70 L. R. A. 704, to be a 
proper exercise of the police power. 



Divorce — Alimony — Contempt — Contemnor's Disabilities. — The 

right of a court, in an action for divorce, to punish a contempt in 
refusing to pay alimony by striking the defendant's answer from the 
record, or refusing to permit him to plead further, in a case where 
he has voluntarily absented himself from the territory for the purpose 
of avoiding contempt proceedings for failure to pay such alimony, is 
sustained in Bennett v. Bennett (Okla.), 70 L. R. A. 864. 



Support and Maintenance — Legality of Consideration — Future Ac- 
quired Property. — An agreement by an applicant for admission to an 
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old folks' home to deliver to it all property which he may subse- 
quently become the owner of, in consideration of maintenance during 
life, is held, in Baltimore Humane Soc. v. Pierce (Md.), 70 L. R. A. 
485, to be void as against public policy. The question of validity of 
agreement to transfer future acquired property in consideration of 
maintenance is treated in a note to this case. 



Corporations — Registered Bonds — Agency. — A corporation is held, 
in The Jennie Clarkson Home for Children v. Missouri, K. & T. R. 
Co. (N. Y.), 70 L. R. A. 787, not to be able to escape liability to the 
owner of its registered bonds for their value, where it has canceled 
the registration, and made them payable to bearer contrary to its 
agreement, by the fact that its transfer agent was deceived by the 
forgeries of the agent of the owner, where such agent, in dealing with 
the bonds, was acting entirely outside of the scope of its authority. 



Loans — Oppression and Unfairness — Relief in Equity. — One who, 
through an agent, conducts a loan office, receiving for loans rates 
of interest which are so extortionate as to shock the moral sense and 
be against the public policy of the state, ■ is held, in Woodson v. 
Hopkins (Miss.), 70 L. R. A. 645, not to be entitled to the aid of a 
court of equity to compel the agent to pay over money received in 
the business, or to obtain possession of the books, memoranda, and 
other property pertaining thereto. 



Assignments — Estoppel. — Where one in possession of property un- 
der a contract to purchase has taken an assignment from the owner 
of a right of action for the conversion of gravel thereon, it is held, 
in Rogers v. Portland & B, Street Railway (Me.), 70 L. R. A. 574, 
that he may be estopped by his own acts from prosecuting the action, 
where the action is to be for his own benefit because of an agreement 
that any recovery shall be applied in reduction of his indebtedness to 
the true owner. 



Licenses — Infringement — Unfair Competition. — A merchant maintain- 
ing a store and storehouse on opposite sides of a river, at a point 
where a ferry is maintained by another person, is held, in Peru v. 
Barrett (Me.), 70 L. R. A. 567, to infringe the ferry license by main- 
taining row boats, of which he accords his customers free use in the 
transaction of business with him, where his customers consist of 
the public generally, and he receives what is a full equivalent for 
ferriage in the profits of the sales, and his acts clearly diminish the 
profits of the ferry. 



Meaning of Term "Internal Improvement" — See Va. Code, § 1294a. 

— The construction, operation, and maintenance of an oil refinery for 
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